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Topics

ADWR Role
Water Supplies
Groundwater Program
Surface Water Program
General Adjudications
ADWR On-line Tools



ADWR’s Role
Created By Groundwater Management Act (1980)

▶ Administers the state’s water laws, explores methods of 
augmenting water supplies to meet future demands, and 
works to develop public policies that promote conservation 
and equitable distribution of water

▶ Groundwater Rights and Surface Water Rights Programs
▶ Administers Assured and Adequate Water Supply Program
▶ Administers Recharge and Recovery Program
▶ Regional Planning 
▶ Colorado River Management 
▶ Represents the State of Arizona in Indian Water Rights 

Settlements
▶ Dam Safety and Flood Mitigation 
▶ Hydrology 



Arizona’s Water Management Success  

Timeframe Total Water Use
(in million acre-feet)

Population 
(in millions)

Gross Domestic Income 
(in billions)

1957 7.1maf 1.1 $13.4 

2013 7 maf 6.58 $229.3

Change from 1957-2013 -0.1% 472% 1752%
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Arizona Water Use, Population 
and Economic Growth (1957 – 2013)

Adjusted Gross Domestic Income Population  Water Use (Acre-Feet)
Source: ADWR, 2015



Sources of Water In Arizona

 Groundwater 
 Colorado River Water 

• Main Stem
• Central Arizona Project (CAP)

▶ Effluent 
 Surface Water



Arizona’s Water Use By Sector (2013)



Groundwater Management Act (1980)

▶ Created Arizona Department of Water Resources
▶ Goals of the GMA:

• Control severe groundwater depletion
• Provide the means for allocating Arizona's limited 

groundwater resources to most effectively meet the 
state's changing water needs

• Augment Arizona’s groundwater supplies through 
development of additional water supplies 



Active Management Areas

Highest degree of regulation in State
Need withdrawal authority to pump >35 gallons per minute
New “Non-Exempt” wells may require hydrologic impact 

analysis
Well spacing rules

Must measure and report water use >35 gallons per minute
Management Plans - Mandatory conservation requirements 

for most users (municipal, agricultural and industrial)



Active Management Area Goals 
Phoenix AMA:

To achieve safe-yield by the year 2025

Pinal AMA:
To preserve that economy for as long as feasible, while considering the need     
to preserve groundwater for future non-irrigation uses

Prescott AMA:
To achieve safe-yield by the year 2025

Tucson AMA:
To achieve safe-yield by the year 2025

Santa Cruz AMA:
To maintain a safe-yield condition in the active management area and to 
prevent local water tables from experiencing long term declines



Irrigation Non-Expansion Areas

▶Harquahala
▶Douglas
▶ Joseph  City 

▶ Groundwater depletion is not as severe as AMAs but requires further 
regulation 

▶ No new irrigated lands
▶ Substitution of Acres possible



Active Management Areas & 
Irrigation Non-expansion Areas



Grandfathered Groundwater Rights 

Based on historic pumping (1975-1979)

 IRRIGATION GRANDFATHERED RIGHTS
▶ TYPE 1 NON-IRRIGATION GRANDFATHERED        

RIGHTS
▶ Converted from an Irrigation GFR

▶ TYPE 2 NON-IRRIGATION GRANDFATHERED   
RIGHTS

▶ Based on historic pumping for a non-irrigation purpose

▶ Portable within AMA of Origin



Groundwater Withdrawal Authorities

Post 1980 authorities – Not Rights
 Fixed Term

WITHDRAWAL PERMITS
▶ Hydrologic Testing Permits… ≤10 AF  & 1 Year

▶ Poor Quality Extraction Permits…MCL exceedences

▶ Temporary Electrical Energy Generation Permits for Emergency Situations

▶ Mineral Extraction Permits

▶ General Industrial Use Permits

▶ Drainage and Dewatering Permits



Service Area Rights

▶ City/town/private water company/irrigation districts: Pumping 
and Delivery to Non-Irrigation Customers 

▶ Untreated water provider: Pumping and Delivery to Landscapes Via 
Non-Potable Distribution System

▶ Expandable Rights: Grow to Serve Service Area Population



Assured Water Supply Program 

 Inside AMAs

 Established in 1980 

 Rules adopted in 1995

 ADRE cannot issue Subdivision Plats without 100-year AWS Demonstration

• Certificates of Assured Supply

• Service by water provider with Designation of Assured Supply

 Public Notice Process

• Certificates

• Designations



Adequate Water Supply Program

 Outside the AMAs

 Established in 1973

 Consumer advisory program

 Plats can be approved with inadequate determination.  Disclosure of 
inadequate water supply required to first buyer

 Water Adequacy Reports

 Service by water provider with Designation of Adequate Supply

 Required Public Notice Process

 Designations of Adequacy

 Water Adequacy Reports 

 Local governments can require adequacy

 Yuma County, Cochise County, Patagonia, Clarkdale



Well Drilling Requirements 

Applies to man-made openings in the earth through which water may be withdrawn 
or obtained from beneath the surface of the earth, including all water wells, monitor 
wells and piezometer wells.

▶ Well Registration/Permitting 
▶ “Notice of Intent” before drilling or modifying any well

▶ Well Driller License Required
▶ AZ well driller list: http://www.azwater.gov/dwr/Content/Drillers

▶ Meet minimum well construction standards 

http://www.azwater.gov/dwr/Content/Drillers


Notice of Intent to Drill, Deepen, Replace or 
Modify A Well

 Form DWR 55-40:
http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/docu
ments/documents/55-40NOIDrev2_12_.pdf

 E-NOI:
https://www.azwater.gov/webnoi/webnoidll.dll/EXEC/2/197nsvv
0od3sma11615w202o57e1

 $150.00 Fee (within the AMA)

 $100.00 Fee (outside of AMAs)

 Requires signature of landowner or 
written consent of the landowner is 
needed

 15 day Licensing Time Frame for 
ADWR to make a determination

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/documents/documents/55-40NOIDrev2_12_.pdf
https://www.azwater.gov/webnoi/webnoidll.dll/EXEC/2/197nsvv0od3sma11615w202o57e1


Post Well Drilling Requirements 

 The Well Driller Report and Well Log (form DWR 55-55) must be filed 
by the driller within 30 days after completion of drilling activities. 
 If Driller Report is not filed before 30 days past the expiration date, the well is 

considered to never have been drilled and the well record is cancelled. 

 Within 30 days after installation of pumping equipment in the well, the 
well owner must file a Pump Installation Completion Report (form 
DWR 55-56). 



Well Driller Report And Well Log

 Form DWR 55-55

 Must be filed by driller within 30 days of 
completion of drilling activities

 If Driller Report is not filed before 
30 days past the expiration date, 
well is considered to never have 
been drilled and the well record is 
cancelled

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/docu
ments/documents/55-
55WellDrillerRpt_Instructionsrev6_10fZZ.pdf

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/documents/documents/55-55WellDrillerRpt_Instructionsrev6_10fZZ.pdf


Pump Installation Completion Report

 Form DWR 55-56

 Information to be included:
 Well Owner 

 Equipment Installed 

 Pump Test Results

Link to Application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/docu
ments/documents/55-56PumpInstallRpt_rev6_2010Z.pdf

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/documents/documents/55-56PumpInstallRpt_rev6_2010Z.pdf


Change Of Well Ownership

 Form DWR 55-71
 $30 / Well Filing Fee

 Applicant must be owner or authorized 
representative

Link to Application: 

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/docu
ments/documents/55-71AWellInfoChangesRev8_11.pdf

 File On-line 
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/eForms/DWR_55_7

1B.aspx

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/documents/documents/55-71AWellInfoChangesRev8_11.pdf
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/eForms/DWR_55_71B.aspx
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/eForms/DWR_55_71B.aspx


Well Abandonment

 Form DWR 55-38:  Notice of 
Intent to Abandon a Well
 $150 / Well Filing Fee

 Original signatures required
 May not be completed through 

eNOI
 30 day Licensing Time Frame for 

ADWR determination

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/d
ocuments/documents/55-
38NOIAbandonaWell_rev6_10fZ.pdf

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/WaterManagement/NOI/documents/documents/55-38NOIAbandonaWell_rev6_10fZ.pdf


Exempt Wells Within an AMA

Definition: a well having a pump with a maximum capacity of not more than thirty-five 
gallons per minute which is used to withdraw groundwater pursuant to A.R.S. § 45-454. A.R.S. 
§ 45-402(8). 

 May not be drilled in an AMA if any part of parcel is within 100 feet of the operating 
water distribution system of a municipal provider with a Designation of Assured 
Water Supply

 Replacement wells lawful as long as no increase in total number of operable exempt 
wells on applicant’s land

 Only applies within AMAs



Statewide Provisions

▶ Groundwater withdrawn from outside of the AMA and INA 
boundaries can be restricted in terms of its transportation 
between groundwater basins, but is generally subject only to 
the requirement “for reasonable and beneficial use.”

▶ Exemptions
• McMullen Valley

• Harquahala INA

• Big Chino

• Butler Valley



Statewide Provisions

The Arizona State Supreme Court has ruled that 
landowners do not own the groundwater beneath their 
property, but rather have the right to withdraw those 
waters. The Court stated in Town of Chino Valley vs City of 
Prescott, “In the absolute sense, there can be no 
ownership in seeping and percolating waters until they 
are reduced to actual possession and control by the 
person claiming them because of their migratory 
character. Like wild animals free to roam as they please, 
they are the property of no one.”



Shared Wells

 Private contracts
 Disputes are a civil matter
 ADWR will not enforce, regulate, mediate, or provide legal 

advice
 Shared well agreements may be appropriate to serve up to 14 

service connections or up to 24 residents in an area. 



• Published in January 2014

• Purpose: To identify strategies to help address Arizona’s future water needs and 
provide a stable economy for the future

 Used existing information 
 Identified local options first
 Identified priority strategies

• Conclusion: Ultimately, the State of Arizona is not facing an immediate water 
crisis

 Growing statewide imbalance between existing water supplies and demand 
projected in the next 25 years

 There are some local areas that require more immediate action
 The lack of an immediate problem increases the potential for inaction

Arizona Strategic Vision For Water Supply 
Sustainability



• Regional Strategies
 Identification & Analysis of 

“Planning Areas”

• Statewide Priorities
 Common Strategies Across the 

State

Strategic Vision 
Planning Areas 



• Governor Ducey announced a new water initiative “through 
ADWR to help ensure the certainty and vitality of Arizona’s 
water supply long into the future”

 Announcement made on October 5, 2015 

 Continues the work published in the Strategic Vision

 Initiative involves two parallel tracks…

Governor’s New Water Initiative 



First track:

• Prioritize and evaluate all of the 22 Planning Areas identified in the 
Strategic Vision

• ADWR will work closely with 22 Planning Areas individually to refine 
water supply and demand issues and identify strategies to meet future 
water demands.

 Cochise Planning Area is the first target Planning Area 

 ADWR is working on prioritizing the other Planning Areas

• ADWR has been given authority to hire 3 new full time employees for 
this track

 2- Water Resource Planners
 1- Hydrologist

Governor’s Water Initiative 
First Track



Second track:
• Governor will appoint a team to investigate long-term 

augmentation strategies, explore additional water 
conservation opportunities, identify infrastructure needs 
and will report back to the Governor with policy direction 
or statutory changes

 Team will be led by ADWR Director

 Annual progress report will be due June 30th

• ADWR has been given authority to hire 2 new full time 
employees for this track

 2- Water Resource Planners

Governor’s Water Initiative 
Second Track



Surface Water

▶ Definition
▶ “waters of all sources, flowing in streams, canyons, ravines or other natural channels, or in 

definite underground channels, whether perennial or intermittent, floodwaters, wastewater, 
or surplus water, and of lakes, ponds, and springs on the surface” (A.R.S. § 45-141)

▶ Doctrine of prior appropriation governs use
• “First in Time, First in Right”
• Beneficial Use
• Senior Water Right Holders’ must be fully satisfied before water is available to Junior Rights

▶ Pre - June 12, 1919 Process
▶ Notice of a appropriation at the point of diversion

▶ Public Water Code (1919)
• Application to Appropriate
• Certificate of Water Right (Proof of Appropriation)



Public Water Code

Must  Apply and Obtain  Permit Prior to Appropriating 
Surface Water

Unless:
 Water is from the mainstream of the lower Colorado River

 Contract with the Secretary of the Interior is required
 The person or their predecessor-in-interest, lawfully appropriated 

the water prior to March 17, 1995 and has filed a Statement of 
Claim for the appropriation with the state 

 Water is stored in a stockpond constructed after June 12, 1919 and 
before August 27, 1977



Beneficial Uses

 Basis, Measure and Limit to the use of water (A.R.S. § 45-141(B))
 Beneficial uses are (A.R.S. § 45-151(A) ):

 domestic (which includes the watering of gardens and lawns not exceeding 
one-half acre), 

 municipal
 irrigation
 stockwatering
 recreation
 wildlife including fish
 nonrecoverable water storage 
 mining



Surface Water Filings
 Applications for Permit to Appropriate Public Water of the State or 

Construct a Reservoir 
 33- prefix
 A or R prefixes prior to 1972

 Applications for Permit to Appropriate Public Water For Instream
Purposes
 33- prefix

 Claims of Water Right for a Stockpond and Application for Certification
 38-prefix

 Statements of Claim of Right to Use Public Waters of the State of 
Arizona
 36- prefix



Appropriate Public Water of the State of Arizona or to 
Construct A Reservoir 

 File a Permit to Appropriate Public Water 
Application & Filing Fee of $1,000

 Licensing Time Frame of 450 days for 
ADWR to make a determination

 ADWR is to approve application unless:

 Proposed use conflicts with vested 
rights 

 Is a menace to public safety 

 Is against the interest & welfare of 
the public 

 Application will be posted on ADWR 
website for public noticing

 After permit is issued: 
 The permit holder is authorized to construct 

the diversion works and put the water to a 
beneficial use

 The permit holder has two years to begin 
construction of the diversion works and up to 5 
years to put the water to beneficial use

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWat
erRights/documents/ApplicationforPermittoAppropriate.d
oc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationforPermittoAppropriate.doc


Certificate of Water Right
(Proof Of Appropriation)
 File Certificate of Water Right 

Application and Filing Fee of $1,000

 Licensing Time Frame of 120 days for 
ADWR to make a determination 

 ADWR will conduct an inspection to 
confirm the information in the Proof of 
Appropriation

 ADWR will issue the permit holder a 
Certificate of Water Right with a 
priority date that relates back to the 
date of the application

 All certificates are for specific uses at 
specific places and are endorsed with 
the priority date and extent and 
purpose(s) of the right

 The right must be beneficially used or it 
may be subject to abandonment and 
forfeiture

Link to application: 
http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRig
hts/documents/ApplicationforCertificateofWaterRight.Proof.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationforCertificateofWaterRight.Proof.doc


Applications For Permit To Appropriate Public Water 
of the State of Arizona For Instream Purposes 

An “Instream flow application" is for the 
appropriation of water for purposes of 
recreation or wildlife, including fish, in a 
specific stream reach without diverting the 
water from the stream.
 File a Permit to Appropriate Public Water 

of the State of Arizona for Instream Flow 
Purposes Application & Filing Fee of 
$1,000

 Minimum of five years of streamflow
measurement data  and a streamflow study 
must be submitted with the application

 ADWR is to approve application unless 
 Proposed use conflicts with vested 

rights 
 Is a menace to public safety 
 Is against the interest & welfare of 

the public 
 Application will be posted on ADWR 

website for public noticing

 Licensing Time Frame of 580 days for 
ADWR to make a determination 

 After approval of a permit for 
applications submitted prior to August 
2, 2012, the permit holder has four 
years to demonstrate that the instream
flow water right is being used in a 
manner consistent with terms of the 
issued permit.

Link to application: 
http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRig
hts/documents/RevisedISFapplication.pdf

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/RevisedISFapplication.pdf


Certificate of Water Right 
(Proof of Appropriation) 
For applications submitted prior to 
August 2, 2012
 File Certificate of Water Right 

Application and Filing Fee
 Licensing Time Frame 120 days for 

ADWR to make a determination
 ADWR may conduct an inspection to 

confirm the information in the Proof 
of Appropriation

 ADWR will issue the permit holder a 
Certificate of Water Right with a 
priority date that relates back to the 
date of the application

 All certificates are for specific uses at 
specific places and are endorsed with 
the priority date and extent and 
purpose(s) of the right

 The right must be beneficially used or it 
may be subject to abandonment and 
forfeiture

Link to application: 
http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/d
ocuments/ApplicationforCertificateofWaterRightISF.Proof.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationforCertificateofWaterRightISF.Proof.doc


CLAIM OF WATER RIGHT FOR A STOCKPOND
AND APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION 

 File a Claim of Water Right for a 
Stockpond Application & Filing Fee of 
$10.00 

 Following criteria must be met:
 The stockpond was constructed after June 12, 

1919 and prior to August 27, 1977

 The stockpond is used exclusively for watering 
of livestock and/or wildlife 

 The stockpond has a maximum capacity of 15 
acre-feet

 The stockpond was not the subject of water 
rights litigation or protest prior to August 27, 
1977.

 Licensing Time Frame of 220 days for 
ADWR to make a determination 

 ADWR will conduct an 
investigation

 ADWR is to issue certificate if: 
 material facts stated in the claim are 

true and entitle the claimant to a 
water right for the stockpond

 Application will be posted on 
ADWR website for public noticing

 Once every five years, the 
certificate holder will be asked to 
sign to Statement of Continuing 
Use Form

Link to application:
http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/d
ocuments/ApplicationforClaimofWaterRightforaStockpond.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationforClaimofWaterRightforaStockpond.doc


Statements of Claim of Right To Use Public 
Waters of the State of Arizona

 File a Statement of Claim Application & 
Filing Fee of $5.00

 Only a person who was using public 
waters of the state before March 17, 
1995, based on state law, may claim the 
right by filing a “Statement of Claim

 The act of filing a Statement of Claim 
does not create a water right nor does 
it constitute an adjudication of the claim

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRig
hts/documents/StatementofClaim_001.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/StatementofClaim_001.doc


Court Decreed Rights 

 Judicially determined in state or federal court.  
 Major decrees:

 Globe Equity No. 59 (also known as the “Gila Decree” (June 29, 
1935)

 The Kent Decree (Hurley v. Abbott) (1910)
 Salt River from diversions at Granite Reef and Joint Head diversion dams
 Generally conforms to the Salt River Project water service area

 Benson v. Allison (1917)  
 Lower Agua Fria River, Salt River below Joint Head Diversion Dam, and the Gila 

River from Salt River confluence to the Buckeye Irrigation Company canal heading
 Little Colorado River System contains one major decree known as 

the “Norviel Decree”, 
 Little Colorado River from headwaters to St. Johns
 Four judicial actions

 Concho Decree
 Concho Springs and Concho Creek in Apache County



Changes To Certificates and Claims

 Application to Sever and Transfer

 Change in Beneficial Use 

 Request for Assignment of Surface Water Applications and 
Claims

 Amending and Application, Permit, Certificate or Claim



Application To Sever and Transfer

Required for a change in the place of 
use of a surface water right or claim

 File Application to Sever and Transfer 
and Filing Fee of $1,000

 Licensing Time Frame of 420 days for 
ADWR to make a determination 

 Shall not be affected, infringed upon, or 
interfered with vested or existing rights 
to the use of water.

 An application may be protested up to 
30 days after the last date of 
publication.

Link to application: 

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRig
hts/documents/ApplicationtoSeverandTransfer_000.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationtoSeverandTransfer_000.doc


Change In Beneficial Use 

 File Change in Beneficial Use 
Application and Filing Fee of $1,000

 Adding new uses only by applying for 
and obtaining a permit to appropriate 
the water for the new use

 Change existing use to a different use 
by filing a “Change of Use” application 
with the Department.  In most cases, 
the use may not be changed without 
the approval of the Director

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRig
hts/documents/ApplicationChangeinBeneficialUse.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/ApplicationChangeinBeneficialUse.doc


Request For Assignment of Surface Water 
Applications And Claims

 Submit a Request for Assignment of 
Surface Water Applications and Claims 
Form and Filing Fee of $75.00

 ADWR maintains a registry of 
applications, permits, and certificates of 
water right.

 An assignment conveys the ownership 
of the surface water filing from one 
entity to another and in the case of 
permits and certificates results in re-
issuance of the permit or certificate 

Link to application:

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWat
erRights/documents/RequestforAssignment.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/RequestforAssignment.doc


Amendments To An Application, Permit, 
Certificate, or Claim
Amendments will be limited and will be 
reviewed on a case by case basis
 Amend a Statement of Claim of 

Right to Use Public Waters 
Link to application:
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/SurfaceW
aterRights/documents/AmendStatementofClaim.doc

 Amend a Claim of Water Right for a 
Stockpond

Link to application:
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/SurfaceW
aterRights/documents/AmendClaimofWaterRightforaStoc
kpond.doc

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/AmendStatementofClaim.doc
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/SurfaceWaterRights/documents/AmendClaimofWaterRightforaStockpond.doc


General Adjudications 
Judicial proceedings to determine the 
nature, extent, and relative priority of 
water rights (quantify and prioritize)

 ADWR provides technical and 
administrative support to the 
adjudication court 

 Two general stream adjudications:
 Gila River System and Source (Gila 

Adjudication)

 Little Colorado River System and Source (LCR 
Adjudication).



Gila River Adjudication

 Initiated in 1974

 Over 53,000 Square Miles of Area

 (14%  State, 19% Private, 67% 
Federal)

 7  Watersheds

 16 Indian Reservations

 38,000    Claimants

 83,000    Statement of Claimants (SOC’s)

 104,000  Claimed Uses



Subflow
 Appropriable water under Arizona law includes surface water and certain 

subsurface water referred to as “subflow.”
 Southwest Cotton case (1931) defined appropriable subflow as follows: The 

underflow, subflow or undercurrent, as it is variously called, of a surface 
stream may be defined as those waters which slowly find their way 
through the sand and gravel constituting the bed of the stream, or 
the lands under or immediately adjacent to the stream, and are 
themselves a part of the surface stream.  It is subject to the same 
rules of appropriation as the surface stream itself.

 Subflow and surface water both subject to adjudication process
 Subflow Impact: adjudication process may include water uses 

from wells depending on location and other factors
 Subflow delineation in the San Pedro River watershed is current ongoing 

but not started in Verde Watershed



Hydrographic Survey Reports (HSR)

 ADWR is required to prepare and publish comprehensive HSRs 
for each of the ten watersheds within the two adjudications

 Upper Salt, San Pedro & Silver Creek completed, Verde initiated

 HSRs can be multivolume publications that involve intensive data 
collection and field inspection efforts by ADWR

 Include detailed information regarding land ownership

 Provide hydrologic analyses

 Summarize factual basis for each SOC

 Provide ADWR’s recommendations regarding the water rights 
attributes for each individual water right claim or use investigated



New Use Summons
 ADWR’s records indicate owner may have initiated new use of water 

including:
 Application for a surface water right

 Approved NOI for a new well

 Late well registration

 Directs owner make any claims to water rights by filing the appropriate 
court-approved forms known as statement of claimant (SOC)

 No need to appear in court to file SOCs

 Information provided on filing fees, when and where to file, and impact 
of failing to file

 If you do not file an SOC, you may lose your water rights, and you may 
be prevented from claiming those rights later



Statement Of Claimants (SOCs)
 Water Rights Claims asserted by filing SOCs with 

ADWR
 Filing Fee of $20.00
 Multiple water uses from same source only 

require one fee
 Forms:

 Irrigation Use 
 Stockpond Use
 Domestic Use
 Other Uses

 SOCs are NOT:
 Permission to use water
 A Water Right

 Must be acquired in accordance with 
state or federal law 

Link to Forms:       
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/PermitsForms
Applications.htm

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/PermitsFormsApplications.htm


Assignment of SOC
 File Statement of Claimant“39” 

Assignment form
 No Filing Fee

 Two page form

 An assignment conveys the ownership of 
the SOC filing from one party/entity to 
another 

Link to Forms:       
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/documents/GILA
assignment.pdf

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/documents/GILAassignment.pdf


Amendment of SOC
 File Statement of Claimant Amendment form

 No Filing Fee

 Forms:
 Domestic Use
 Irrigation Use 
 Stockpond Use
 Other Uses

 Two page form

 Used for modifying information on file with ADWR 
for an existing SOC filing

Link to Forms:       
http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/PermitsForms
Applications.htm

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/SurfaceWater/Adjudications/PermitsFormsApplications.htm


ADWR Online Tools

 Imaged Records: Provides users access to view ADWR’s files, including:  Wells 55, 
Groundwater Rights, Surface Water, Assured and Adequate Water Supply, Community 
Water System, and Statement of Claimant/Adjudication

 ADWR Live Queries and Reports:  Provides queries and reports to extract live data 
regarding Groundwater Rights, Surface Water Rights and Claims, and Adjudication 
Statement of Claimants

 Wells Registry Web: Provides several different ways to search and obtain well 
information (well registry numbers, owner information, associated water rights, and 
pumping data)

 Surface Water On-line Noticing:  Provides the ability to view notices of surface 
water applications.  Customized Email Subscription Service available. 



ADWR Online Tools

 Groundwater Site Inventory (GWSI): Provides several different ways to 
search and obtain groundwater levels (including index wells and automated 
sites), accurate well locations, and view hydrographs.

 Assured and Adequate Water Supply (AAWS) Web Application: Provides 
the ability to obtain data relating to the Assured and Adequate Water Supply 
program and an interactive mapping tool to determine existing and approved 
demands. 

 Hydrology eLibrary:  Provides the ability to download  maps, reports, or data 
generated by the Department. 











Questions?

Jeff Trembly, Special Projects Coordinator
jtrembly@azwater.gov

Jeff Inwood, Adjudications Support Section
jinwood@azwater.gov

Website: www.azwater.gov

Telephone: 602-771-8500

mailto:jtrembly@azwater.gov
mailto:jinwood@azwater.gov
http://www.azwater.gov/

	Realty and Title Agency �Water Rights Workshop���November 4, 2015��
	Topics
	ADWR’s Role�Created By Groundwater Management Act (1980)�
	Arizona’s Water Management Success  
	Sources of Water In Arizona
	Arizona’s Water Use By Sector (2013)
	Groundwater Management Act (1980)
	Active Management Areas
	Slide Number 9
	Irrigation Non-Expansion Areas
	Active Management Areas & �Irrigation Non-expansion Areas
	Grandfathered Groundwater Rights 
	Groundwater Withdrawal Authorities
	Service Area Rights
	Assured Water Supply Program 
	Adequate Water Supply Program
	Well Drilling Requirements 
	Notice of Intent to Drill, Deepen, Replace or Modify A Well
	Post Well Drilling Requirements 
	Well Driller Report And Well Log
	Pump Installation Completion Report
	Change Of Well Ownership
	Well Abandonment
	Exempt Wells Within an AMA
	Statewide Provisions
	Statewide Provisions
	Shared Wells
	Arizona Strategic Vision For Water Supply Sustainability
	Slide Number 29
	Governor’s New Water Initiative 
	Governor’s Water Initiative �First Track
	Governor’s Water Initiative �Second Track
	Surface Water
	Public Water Code	
	Beneficial Uses
	Surface Water Filings
	Appropriate Public Water of the State of Arizona or to Construct A Reservoir 
	Certificate of Water Right�(Proof Of Appropriation)
	Applications For Permit To Appropriate Public Water of the State of Arizona For Instream Purposes 
	Certificate of Water Right �(Proof of Appropriation) 
	Claim of Water Right for a Stockpond and Application for Certification 
	Statements of Claim of Right To Use Public Waters of the State of Arizona
	Court Decreed Rights 
	Changes To Certificates and Claims
	Application To Sever and Transfer
	Change In Beneficial Use 
	Request For Assignment of Surface Water Applications And Claims
	Amendments To An Application, Permit, Certificate, or Claim
	General Adjudications 
	Gila River Adjudication	
	Subflow
	Hydrographic Survey Reports (HSR)
	New Use Summons
	Statement Of Claimants 	(SOCs)
	Assignment of SOC
	Amendment of SOC
	ADWR Online Tools
	ADWR Online Tools
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Questions?

